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E/e ction/Restrictio ns 

1. Restriction is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 and 372. 

This application contains the following inventions or groups of inventions 
which are not so linked as to form a single general inventive concept under PCT 
Rule 13.1. 

2. In accordance with 37 CFR 1.499, applicant is required, in reply to this 
action, to elect a single invention to which the claims must be restricted. 
Group I, claim(s) 1-1 1, drawn to a vortex reactor comprising a frustum-shaped 
portion having a narrower part that is downwardly oriented. 

Group II, claim(s) 12-17, drawn to a method for fluidization treatment of solid 
particles. 

Group III, claim (s) 18-32, drawn to a vortex reactor comprising a first charge and 
second charged electrodes. 

3. The groups of inventions listed above do not relate to a single general 
inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1 because, under PCT Rule 13.2, they lack 
the same or corresponding special technical features for the following reasons: 
Claims 1.12 and 18 are anticipated by Tylko (US Pat. No. 4,801,435) as indicated 
in the Written Opinion of the International Searching Authority mailed 8 March 
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2005. Accordingly, the special technique feature linking the three inventions, a 
particle, does not provide a contribution over the prior art, and no single 
general inventive concept exists. Therefore, restriction is proper. 

4. Applicant is advised that the reply to this requirement to be complete 
must include (i) an election of a species or invention to be examined even 
though the requirement may be traversed {37 CFR 1.143) and (ii) identification 
of the claims encompassing the elected invention. 

The election of an invention or species may be made with or without 
traverse. To preserve a right to petition, the election must be made with traverse. 
If the reply does not distinctly and specifically point out supposed errors in the 
restriction requirement, the election shall be treated as an election without 
traverse. Traversal must be presented at the time of election in order to be 
considered timely. Failure to timely traverse the requirement will result in the loss 
of right to petition under 37 CFR 1.144. If claims are added after the election, 
applicant must indicate which of these claims are readable on the elected 
invention or species. 

Should applicant traverse on the ground that the inventions have unity of 
invention (37 CFR 1.475(a)), applicant must provide reasons in support thereof. 
Applicant may submit evidence or identify such evidence now of record 
showing the inventions to be obvious variants or clearly admit on the record that 
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this is the case. Where such evidence or admission is provided by applicant, if 
the examiner finds one of the inventions unpatentable over the prior art, the 
evidence or admission may be used in a rejection under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) of the 
other invention. 

5. Applicant is reminded that upon the cancellation of claims to a non- 
elected invention, the inventorship must be amended in compliance with 37 
CFR 1.48(b) if one or more of the currently named inventors is no longer an 
inventor of at least one claim remaining in the application. Any amendment of 
inventorship must be accompanied by a request under 37 CFR 1.48(b) and by 
the fee required under 37 CFR 1 .1 7(i). 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications 
from the examiner should be directed to Kishor Mayekar whose telephone 
number is (571) 272-1339. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday- 
Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Nam Nguyen can be reached on (571) 272-1342. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 



